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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of media literacy is being able to CREATE media. This session will show how zine making can help all students, including ESL, develop and showcase writing and artistic skills. It will also provide information on the history and relevance of this alternative medium and culture where YOUNG PEOPLE dominate. 

http://www.clamormagazine.org/amc/mls.html
http://bc.barnard.columbia.edu/%7Ejfreedma/
http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines
http://www.barnard.edu/library


what is a zine?

"...zines are noncommercial, nonprofessional, 
small-circulation magazines which their creators 
produce, publish, and distribute themselves." 

Stephen Duncombe. Notes from Underground: Zines 
and the Politics of Alternative Culture. Verso, 1997. p.6 

Different types of zines:
Comix, compilation, DIY, fanzine, personal, political, split

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show a bunch of zines: 
COMIX On Being Jealous
COMP 
DIY
FAN Skate Tough
PERSONAL Four Star Daydream #6 (one minute autobiographies), mister fujiyama loves you
POLITICAL Media Whore
SCHOOL In or Out?
SPLIT Girl ~ Boy

Some of why zine in here, as well. 
Holdaway: create, share what you create, connect with others with shared interest, get mail, learn something
Holdaway: not for profit, popularity, or respect. DIY.
Wan: alternative to drone of mainstream media
Wan: About anything: thrift store shopping, working class culture, obsessive reviews of products
Wan: Brash honesty not found in other pubs
Wan: anti-consumerist message b/c of their challenge to the mainstream media
Wan: representing voices not seen in mainstream media
Wan: creating brings power
Wan: zines created by peers
Wan: class created better work b/c they knew their peers would be reading them, too. 



lesson plans

• Types of zines: comix , compilation (theme), fan, 
personal, political, school, split

• 3rd grade 
• Fairy tale
• ESL in a high school
• High school English
• Instant Zine
• College 
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Don't be scared, one of the authors I cite in this presentation did her 1st zine workshop when she'd already been teaching for 30 years. This isn't just for young punk rockers. Bott

Make your own zine first, to see what really goes into it. Bott

HALLIDAY/LEVY—3RD GRADE
Start by showing magazines.
What do they always have?
Costs a lot of money and lots of people to make
Show zines and compare
Who likes to write stories or poems? Who likes photos or comics?
You can do anything. There's no boss. 
Being the only editor/responsible. Free to write/draw whatever you want, but you have to take responsibility for it. 

FAIRY TALE: (Could be a study the media lesson, as well.) Not sure of age group
Show different versions of same story (Grimm vs. African treatment)
Show different types of magazines (zines)
List sections of zines. Identify different parts of them: toc, letters, news briefs, interviews, ads, features, surveys, editorials, classifieds
Debate something in the fairytale (Goldilocks: criminal or traveler in need)
Look at graphics in zines
Identify what you like and dislike about covers in zines

PRESTI--ESL
Students must choose a topic that's meaningful to them.
Try I Remember exercise (Natalie Goldberg: continuous writing for 10 minutes. Whenever you run out of things to say, start over again with "I Remember…") Lots of writing assignments in Goldberg's second book, Wild Mind. 
Other topics: family, country, emotions
one lesson explains zines.
three lessons examine and discuss zines. (bindings, mechanics, content, real photos, art work, collage, cartoons, typing vs. writing....)
one lesson teaches critiquing.
These two weeks can be simultaneous:
one week is making a draft of the text.
one week is making a draft of the art book. (teacher must bring tape, paper, glue, ribbon, string, buttons, stickers, etc. - cheap stuff - legal paper, construction paper, stapler)
two classes for critiques.
one more week for actual book.  (or more time) students can buy their own stuff, or use teacher's.  
teacher is final say on content.  be careful what is in there.
I used a display case and had students figure out how to display their zines. (one or two periods)   also had the librarian do a display in the library for a week.
This is good for collaboration with the Art teacher, if you're interested in being collegial.

HS ENGLISH -- Bott
Decide on freedom vs. structure
Kids liked using pen names
Public library promoted, distributed, and displayed (arrange with school library to make them available for checkout?)
Parallel poems (really more like opposite) address same theme in opposite ways, e.g. inside and outside persona
Come up with creative titles, not just "my life"
Students proud of their work
Use of design and clip art
Content ideas: autobiog, tests, games, puzzles, surveys, travelogue
Proofreading
Grading: clarity of expression & completeness, originality, creativity,  thoughtfulness, completeness of thought

INSTANT
Create a zine on the spot in an allotted time. Call it a 47-minute zine, for example.
This might be a themed compilation zine, have people pair up to make split zines, or let everyone make their own. 
Provide: pens, glue sticks, old magazines, rulers, stencils, and extra paper. 

SHEA—COLLEGE
Fanzine on the Brady Bunch
Lists
Labor of love, "people know I exist"

WAN: critique (of channel 1)

REQUEST FROM THE LIBRARIAN
Add in recto info: author, title, date, copyright statement (or copyleft)




Bott, Christie. "Zines, the Ultimate 
Creative Writing Project." English 
Journal. November 2002. v. 92, n. 
2. page 28. 

Note: this is the journal with ISSN 
0013-8274 and is not the journal 
continued by College English. 



Halliday, Ayun. 2005. 
From presentation 
to Allisyn Levy's 3rd

Grade class at PS 
261. Brooklyn, NY. 
http://www.ayunhal
liday.com

http://www.ayunhalliday.com/


standards/outcomes

• Multimedia
• Critique
• ELA standards: 

– communicative competence 
– Read, listen to view a variety of texts from a wide range of 

authors, subjects, genres, cultures, and historical periods
– Communication to enrich understanding of people and their 

views
• Collaboration/interdisciplinary
• Quality improvement resulting from peer evaluation
• Public speaking
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Both physical and electronic cut & paste. Bott

English language arts standards (PRESTI)
#1 communicative competence: read, write, and speak for info and understanding. Narrate and communicate a text
#2: read, listen to, view a variety of texts from a wide range of authors, subjects, genres, cultures, and historical periods
#4: communication to enrich understanding of people and their views

Not uncommon for hs, college, and grad students to make a zine instead of turn in a traditional paper.



history

• 1770s: broadsides
• 1920s: surrealist, dada
• 1930s: science fiction
• 1940s: chapbooks 
• 1950s: samizdat
• 1960s: comix
• 1970s: punk
• 1990s: riot grrrl
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Get this from Fred Wright page and also Duncombe. 
A unit on history of alternative literature. 
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