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Zines are…

• Physical, yet ephemeral

• Created to spread ideas, but circulated among an 
identifiable community

• Anti-technology, yet increasingly dependent on it

Barnard is…

• Small and exclusive, but looking to draw outsiders in 
with their inclusive collection

Contradictions?



My internship experience: 

Creating a digital zine exhibit

Original Elections and Protest exhibit



Other Zine Sites on the Web

Competitive Analysis

Sites Reviewed:

QZAP

Punk Zine Archive

Zinelibrary.net

Labadie Collection

Ling Long Magazine







http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines/exhibits/online/elections/index.html




Chart 7.3.8.1: Which of the following best describes 
you?
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Our Users



Chart 7.3.8.13: Which of the following online resources would you use if they were available?
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Facebook group

Facebook fan page

MySpace page

MySpace group

Livejournal

Blog

Flickr Photo Pool

Follow us on Twitter

Email Discussion List

RSS NewsFeeds

Curated, online exhibitions

Digital scans of selected zines

Downloadable curriculum resources

Zine Research guides or bibliographies

None of the above

Number of users

Access: What our users want



Zines and education: 

What the experts say

Authentic assessment 

options

Engaging choices for 

reluctant readers

Primary source documents 

of contemporary political 

movements

Examples of post-modern 

art movements and styles

In the classroom, zines can serve as:



"Zines...challenge the easily digestible 

mainstream media. They can open 

students' eyes to other outlets for 

information, showing alternate sources

and forcing students to see how the 

accessible information that is often just 

taken for fact also has origins and 

agendas.“

- Amy Wan, "Not Just for Kids Anymore: 

Using Zines in the Classroom."

http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines/exhibits/online/elections/teachers.html#wan


Determining Educational Value

Questions to consider:

What 

essential questions

will this collection 

help users to explore? What enduring 

understandings

will users take away 

from their interactions 

with this collection?

What content-area knowledge

does this collection address?



Educational Rationale

Standards:

• Media Literacy

• Information Literacy

• English Language 
Arts

• History

• College and Career 
Development

Essential Questions

• What is the value of 
protest?

• How can those 
outside the 
mainstream get their 
voices heard?

• How do systems of 
power oppress 
voices of dissent?





Why bother?

o Adding value to your collection

o Increasing use

o Supporting access for all stakeholders

oHelping users make meaning from 
materials

o Encouraging collaboration with content-
area teachers

o Advocating teaching and learning with 
primary sources and cultural artifacts



Today’s Aim: How do systems of power 

repress voices of dissent?

Agenda:

1) Motivation

2) Direct Instruction

3) Collaborative Activity

4) Whole Group Share-Out

5) Summary



Questions?

Please visit:
http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines/exhibits/online

/elections/index.html

Melissa’s email: mljones@collegesummit.org

http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines/exhibits/online

